
                     WAWNE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
                                     

  

 

 

 

Acceptable internet use policy 

 

Aims related to use of the internet 
 

The school aims to develop pupils’ capabilities in ICT (Information and Communications Technology) 

and sees access to and use of the Internet as part of that process. 
 

The safety of children from unacceptable materials on the Internet is a serious issue.  As part of the 

National Curriculum for ICT children are taught to use computers and Internet services with responsibility 

and consideration for their own safety and with respect for other people; this is similar to learning the 

highway code and road and travel safety. 

Internet facilities are also provided as a means of enhancing efficiency in the school as a workplace. 
 

As a medium that can be subjected to improper use, it is appropriate that use of the Internet within school, 

or on school ICT equipment held elsewhere, should face safeguards and restrictions, as misuse of the 

Internet may result in Disciplinary Action. 
 

Such safeguards are aimed primarily at protecting pupils from exposure to unsuitable material, preventing 

improper use by authorised users and preventing use by unauthorised personnel. 

 

Responsibilities 
 

Internet Safety and Acceptable Usage of ICT equipment and services in schools is the responsibility of 

the school.   

 Teachers and other adults have a responsibility to monitor and report to the Headteacher or ICT 

Co-ordinator. 

 The Headteacher has a responsibility to act upon potential misuse of the Internet or the access 

opportunities to unsuitable sites, as misuse of the Internet may result in Disciplinary Action. 

 The Governors have a responsibility to ensure the school’s policy is being followed. 

 

Parental responsibilities and involvement 
 

When a child enters school for the first time, the parents receive a school prospectus.  A full copy of the 

statement on ‘Responsible Internet Use’ is contained in the prospectus. 
 

Along with the prospectus, parents also receive a ‘Home School Agreement’ which they sign and return 

to school.  The Home School Agreement contains a short statement to the effect that signing the Agreement 

means they agree to the terms within the ‘Responsible Internet Use’ policy. 

 

Classroom management and organisation 
 

Access to the Internet on school computers will always be through an agent responsible for monitoring 

and filtering out potentially unsuitable material.  eRiding is a secure Intranet and runs sophisticated 

filtering systems.  When children or adults try to access unacceptable websites they encounter a red card 

saying 'Access Denied'.  However, this system cannot block out everything for a number of reasons 

without very heavily restricting access to legitimate educational sites. So this does not offer a complete 

guarantee that unsuitable sites may not be accessed. 
 

All adults working with children on the school’s computers where access to the Internet are constantly 

vigilant to the possibility of deliberate or accidental exposure to unsuitable material. 

Children are taught to inform a member of staff immediately should unsuitable material appear on their 

screens.  



 Special needs 
 

Whereas a copy of the ‘Responsible Internet Use’ guidelines will be posted near computers, very young 

children together with some older children with Special Educational Needs, may not be able to read the 

guidelines for themselves.  It is therefore important that the teacher states or reaffirms the principles of 

those guidelines as regularly as thought necessary. 

 
Safety and security 
 

eRiding  is a secure environment and passwords, aliases, user lists and e-mail addresses are not made 

available in whole or part to any third party.  Schools have control of registration, distribution of passwords 

and e-mail addresses. 
 

Schools are asked to inform eRiding of all instances of pupils accessing unacceptable material by copying 

and e-mailing the url of the website if to the filter control e-mail address.  eRiding   will then block the 

website so it cannot be accessed again. 
 

All these requests for blocking (and unblocking) and reports of Internet 'incidents' are monitored by the 

Technical Director of the current managers of eRiding  who are the ISP (Internet Service Provider) and 

by the Adviser for ICT.  Further information is provided or actions taken as appropriate. 

 

Glossary 
 

eRiding    “The eRiding   website is both a collection of resources and a set of tools that enable a 

wide range of users to access top quality teaching and learning materials, targeted at 

specific audiences from the world of learning.” 

ISP  Internet Service Provider 

 

Privacy 
 

This statement of privacy practices refers to use by adults and pupils and establishes: 

 What information is gathered about people when they use eRiding     

 How the ISP will use the information  

 Who the information is shared with 
 

The ISP will collect and store information provided by users for statistical purposes to help develop 

eRiding and the quality of its services to schools. 
 

For example, as school users logon a record of their use of eRiding is created.  This may be collated and 

analysed to provide information of which areas of eRiding are used and which schools and categories of 

users are using them.  Individual personal data is not analysed or retained. 
 

Regular feedback is provided to all schools of the profile of use of eRiding    from across the LEA by 

categories of use: user categories, content areas, types of school, time of day and length of use.  Data is 

not provided to commercial companies. 
 

Headteachers may request, in confidence, information about how their own school is using eRiding .  (This 

follows the practice established with schools in the East Riding in respect of 'attainment' and 'key indicator' 

data.) 
 

E-mail 

By sending an e-mail a user will provide information of their name, school and e-mail address.  

This may be stored to allow the ISP to respond to the author’s request or message. 
 

The contents of E-mail and electronic forms 

eriding will use the content of e-mail as directed by the author or as intended by the request on the 

electronic form.  Where doubt exists the contents will be returned to the author if possible or 

destroyed. 
 

Use of Children's images on eRiding    



eRiding    follows the guidance provided for schools in the use of children's images on Web Pages 

and within the resources published through eRiding.  Images of schools and children are published 

with the permission of the school.  Images of children used on eRiding are never published with 

names or other information such as age, address or e-mail contacts. 

 

Acceptable usage 
 

Copies of the following statement on Responsible Internet Use should be kept: 

 On the school’s website 

 

Responsible internet useage 

We use the school computers and Internet connection for learning. 

These rules will help us to be fair to others and keep everyone safe. 

 I will ask permission before entering any Web site, unless my teacher has already 

approved that site.  

 I will not look at or delete other people's files.  

 I will not bring memory sticks or use web-storage areas in school without permission. 

 I will only e-mail people I know, or my teacher has approved. 

 The messages I send will be polite and sensible. 

 When sending e-mail, I will not give my home address or phone number, or arrange to 

meet someone. 

 I will ask for permission before opening an e-mail or an e-mail attachment sent by 

someone I do not know. 

 Internet chat can be used when sanctioned by the class teacher.  

 I see anything I am unhappy with or I receive messages I do not like, I will tell a member 

of staff immediately.  

 I know that the school may check my computer files and may monitor the Internet sites I 

visit. 

 I understand that if I deliberately break these rules, I could be stopped from using the 

Internet or computers.  

 

 

The school may exercise its right by electronic means to monitor the use of the school's computer 

systems, including the monitoring of web-sites, the interception of E-mail and the deletion of 

inappropriate materials in circumstances where it believes unauthorised use of the school's computer 

system is or may be taking place, or the system is or may be being used for criminal purposes or for 

storing text or imagery which is unauthorised or unlawful. 

 

 


