
Reading at Wawne 
 
Reading Opportunities 
 
Your child’s reading experience is much more than the reading book which comes home 
from school. Reading is happening all the time in a classroom and in school. It is taught in 
specific reading and English lessons, but children are practising and using their ‘reading’ 
constantly across all subjects too.  
The children at Wawne also have the opportunity to attend Reading Club on a Wednesday 
lunchtime. This allows children the opportunity to be read to, or to read and take home a 
library book.  

Read Write Inc. Phonics  

From Nursery, children will begin to learn to read using our Read Write Inc. phonics 
programme. This involves learning letter sounds and shapes, hearing and saying the sounds 
in words in the correct order as well as being well on the way to being able to read and write 
the 44 phonemes or sounds in the English language. They also need to recognise and 
remember those tricky words that cannot be sounded out letter by letter e.g. the or said. 

Reading to Learn 

To begin with, children will be encouraged to draw on their own experiences (the language 
and stories they know), the setting of the story and the pictures to help them understand 
what they are reading about. Comprehension skills are vital in making sense of what the 
words say and interpreting meaning. As your child moves the school, their comprehension 
skills will develop.  

The Teaching of Reading 

From Nursery and into Reception, the teaching and practice of reading begins to be teacher-
led, through whole class sessions or group or guided reading. Individual reading practice 
might be with the teacher, teaching assistant or a parent helper. 

In KS1, the teaching of reading and comprehension skills will take place through focused 
grouped guided reading sessions. Your child will be introduced to characters which link to 
specific skills. This is to engage children in their learning and support them to identify 
particular types of questions and responses.  

The Pawsome Reading Gang: 



 

As your child moves into KS2, they will be learning to become an independent, fluent, and 
enthusiastic reader and writer. For example, they will use more varied grammar and 
vocabulary. They will also read, rehearse, and perform extracts and whole texts to improve 
their ability to speak well in different situations and with different people. Children will learn 
to work more confidently in groups and as a whole class to discuss, share, and express 
opinions. The specific teaching of reading and comprehension skills will be taught through 
whole-class focused reading sessions. Children will explore a variety of text types as well as 
film and animation clips. The comprehension skills are taught using Reading VIPERS. 
VIPERS are a range of reading prompts – Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explain, 
Retrieve and Summarise. Each session will focus on one more of these reading skills. 
More information can be found through accessing this link 

https://www.literacyshedblog.com/uploads/1/2/5/7/12572836/ks2_reading_vipers.pdf  
 

Reading Scheme 

At Wawne, we follow several reading schemes, including, Oxford Reading Tree, Songbirds 
and Big Cat which are structured and levelled books written specifically to ensure that your 
child can take steady and progressive steps towards reading success. When your child is 
ready, they will begin to take books home that are the appropriate level of challenge and 
success. It is essential that these books are also brought to school every day in your child’s 
book bag, as Teachers, Teaching Assistants and Parent Helpers will often hear your 
children read through the week. Children also engage in independent reading daily, where 
they have the opportunity to read their home books, a library book or their own books if they 
choose to. 

https://www.literacyshedblog.com/uploads/1/2/5/7/12572836/ks2_reading_vipers.pdf


Reading at home 

As parents, you can make the biggest difference to your child’s success as a reader 
by encouraging your child to read as much and as widely as possible at home. 
Reading with your child at least 3 times a week, even just for 10 minutes, can make 
all the difference to their progress. Most books have notes for parents to help you 
support your child. For support or more information on helping your child at home, 
please click on this link Advice for parents.  

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/building-on-reading-skills-ages-5-6/

