
 

Wawne Primary School 

Intent, Implementation, Impact statement 

History 

Intent 
 
At Wawne Primary, our History curriculum has firm foundations that begin with fulfilling the 
requirements of the National Curriculum for History. Our aim is to provide a broad and 
balanced curriculum, ensuring the progressive development of knowledge and skills for all 
children. 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage-Educational programme 
 
Children will develop an understanding of the past through listening to stories-exploring 
character, settings and events. They will look at photos, pictures and objects, watching 
videos and participating in role-play activities.   

Past and present- By the end of Reception, children will be able to talk about the lives of 
people around them. They will know some similarities and differences between things in 
the past and now and be able to draw on their own experiences.   

Key Stage 1     

Listening to stories about the past is a vital part of developing knowledge, skills and 
vocabulary linked to history.                                                                                                                                                    
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases 
relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study 
fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways 
of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 
They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other 
sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should 
understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different 
ways in which it is represented. 

In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching about the people, 
events and changes outlined below, teachers are often introducing pupils to historical 
periods that they will study more fully at key stages 2 and 3. 

Pupils should be taught about: 

• changes within living memory – where appropriate, these should be used to reveal 
aspects of change in national life 

• events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for 
example, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events 
commemorated through festivals or anniversaries] 

• the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 
international achievements, some should be used to compare aspects of life in 
different periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher 
Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter 



Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole 
and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell] 

• significant historical events, people and places in their own locality 

Key stage 2              

 

Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding 
of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and 
develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly address and 
sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and 
difference, and significance. They should construct informed responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They should 
understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 

In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching the British, local 
and world history outlined below, teachers should combine overview and depth studies to 
help pupils understand both the long arc of development and the complexity of specific 
aspects of the content.                                                                                                                                                        
Pupils should be taught about: 

• changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

• the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

• the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of 
Edward the Confessor 

• a local history study 

• a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066 

• the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the 
first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient 
Sumer, The Indus Valley, Ancient Egypt, The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 

• Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on 
the western world 

• a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study 
chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; 
Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-130 

 

This National Curriculum base forms an important part of our historical journey but other 
vital aspects influence our choices and learning and these pieces fit together to create a 
Wawne Primary History jigsaw.  
 
It allows us to look at what knowledge and skills our children already possess and then 
create fun, varied,cross curricular, theme based activities that are progressive, interesting, 
accessible and challenging to children of all ages, ability, gender and culture.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



What makes us-us? 

 
 

This jigsaw ensures that the things we learn and the way we learn them are unique to our 
school community so that learning is not only informative, but is active, relevant and 
meaningful with a ‘real world’ influence and context. Our knowledge rich curriculum has to 
be balanced with the opportunity for pupils to develop skills so that they apply what they 
know in different contexts and environments. Our aim is to inspire children’s curiosity and 
interest to explore and understand events from the past.  
A focus for our children is to develop knowledge through hearing stories and recounts 
from the past and developing their enquiry and questioning skills, provoking discussions, 
to help children gain the tools to discover answers through research-gaining a better 
understanding of past events.  
We want our children to view their historical knowledge and skills not in isolation, but to 
recognise and make links between other curriculum subjects such as Science, 
Geography, RE and Computing. We want future teaching and learning to be built on 
previous experiences so that there are opportunities to practise skills and techniques to 
deepen and solidify their understanding.   
We want our children to know what historians do, how they work and the positive impact 
they can have on the world. We want them to observe how the world around them has 
changed and see how history influences people’s actions, community, industry and 
occupations.  
Our village setting means that there is an importance for our children to explore life, 
communities and cultures in the wider world that are very different to their own so that 
they become empathetic, understanding and tolerant citizens. We want them to realise 
that  actions, good or bad, can have a lasting impact on the world and on the lives of 
others. They need to recognise that they have a responsibility as a citizen to be informed 
and make a contribution to promoting equality for all so that historical injustices are not 
repeated.  
 
Implementation 
 
To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in History, we implement a curriculum 
that is progressive throughout the whole school. History is taught weekly or as a termly 
block on a two year cycle, focusing not only on knowledge and skills stated in the National 
Curriculum but also cross curricular links to develop context.  Historical progression within 
each year group/key stage looks at……  

• Progression of key processes of history- asking questions, using sources and 
interpretations of history.  

• Progression of chronological understanding and the use of historical terms.  
• Progression of the 4 big conceptual ideas in history- Continuity and change, 

Similarity and difference, Cause and consequence and Significance.  

National Curriculum 

requirements/cross curricular links 

Specific strengths and needs 

of our learning community 

Our local environment and 

community 
National/international influences 



Current cohort needs drive all curriculum choices and also local, national and international 
influences as well as the children’s interests to ensure the learning is broad, engaging and 
balanced. This means teachers use flexibility when selecting themes in order to reflect 
these interests and current events in the world.  New teaching opportunities take into 
consideration prior learning and knowledge and skills are revisited to allow children to 
practise and deepen their understanding. 
Historical learning begins in EYFS looking at events in their own lives and of people 
around them and simple changes they have observed. In Key Stage 1, we extend work on 
personal history and begin to develop knowledge of events in the recent past or local 
events so learning has meaning and context. Other historical events such as Gunpowder 
Plot, Remembrance Day are studied as they occur through the year and links made to our 
lives today. Events that extend beyond living memory are chosen when there are a variety 
of sources available to embed knowledge and understanding such as stories, eye witness 
accounts, artefacts, paintings, diaries, buildings or secondary video re-enactments, and 
this learning will still focus on familiar aspects of life such as home, school, transport or 
local events/people.  Key Stage 2 will then progress to a broader historical timeline with 
more complex study of the main concept ideas and key processes. 
Children are made aware of bias and the availability and reliability of evidence and 
viewpoints of different genders, class, religions and cultures. Themes and sources are 
chosen carefully by teachers so that key historical figures from these different groups are 
recognised and celebrated.  
Cross curriculum links are made with other subjects such as Science,Geography, R.E and 
Computing. Staff use this information to complete termly history overviews which highlight 
progressive knowledge, skills and vocabulary for each year group. These are shared in 
staff meetings so progression can be checked and staff can have discussions about prior 
learning and cohort needs before planning. Weekly lesson plans are devised that show 
content, skills, resources, differentiation and assessment. 
Written work, drawings and worksheets are recorded in theme books and theme work is 
on display around the school. Links are made to occupations where historical knowledge 
and skills are used.  
At Wawne Primary, we provide a variety of opportunities for historical learning to take 
place inside and outside the classroom.  Walks in the local area and visits to museums, 
places of worship, castles and other locations provide vital hands on experience and 
embed contextual understanding.   
 
Impact 
 
Children will have a real sense of curiosity to find out about the past and have empathy 
and understanding of the people they are studying. They will ask their own questions and 
have a strong knowledge and skills base, expressing their thoughts and opinions about 
key processes and key conceptual ideas clearly. They will use the correct terminology to 
describe what they are learning, why they are learning it, how they are learning and what 
the impact has been. They will use their knowledge to develop well balanced opinions 
about historical events and issues and realise that this knowledge can help them make 
sense of actions and events in current world affairs and help them to become tolerant, 
informed citizens who can relate to and support different generations and cultures in 
our society.  

We measure the impact of our curriculum through the following methods: 
• Observation of pupil’s work-theme books, display. 
• Summative assessment of pupil discussions about their learning. 
• Teacher assessment of progressive objectives and added on O track.  
• Images and videos of the children’s practical learning. Learning walks. 
• Pupil interviews 



• Theme book scrutinies in staff meetings-check, discuss and compare National 
curriculum coverage, quality,knowledge and skills progression across the age groups. 

• Marking of work/questioning. 
• Annual reporting of subject standards  
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